
OVR COOLANT LINE SAFETY NOTICE UPDATE 

This is an update regarding OVR's coolant requirements for Mid Ohio registrants who will be driving 

996/997 GT2, GT3 and Turbo cars.   

ALL OTHER DRIVERS CAN DISREGARD THIS NOTICE. 

It appears that Porsche has quietly addressed the issue of the coolant lines coming unglued from their 

housings in GT1 type engines. The housings have been re-engineered to increase the bonding surface 

area of the tubes and a new, high-strength/heat-resistant bonding material is used. We were hoping 

that they could tell us when they started using these new parts but unfortunately at this point that 

information is not available. It does appear that 2010 and later GT3 RS’s have them so WE WILL EXEMPT 

THESE CARS from the requirement that they MUST either run water with Water Wetter in their coolant 

systems or mechanically secure these pipes. We have also learned that the engines in the 3.8 turbos are 

no longer  GT1 based, therefore WE ARE ALSO EXEMPTING THEM. However, unless your dealer advises 

against it, we encourage the use of distilled water and Water Wetter. In fact, Porsche of the Village is 

offering a program where they will drain and capture your coolant and store it for you for future use. 

They also flush the system to remove the remaining glycol coolant, then refill it with distilled water and 

Water Wetter, for approximately $200.  

We want to caution owners of earlier cars that the fitting located behind the power steering pump, 

which has been the main problem, is NOT the only one that can fail. On a 996 GT1 there are a total of 

eight of these fittings. There are ones out of the water pump that have also been reported to fail.  

Therefore, if you are addressing this problem by welding or pinning these fittings and run with the 

standard glycol-based coolant, you must do all of them. Even after this has been done you are still 

encouraged to change over to the distilled water with Water Wetter for track use, since hose failures 

can also occur. 

  

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions, 

  

JERRY WOLF – OVR CHIEF INSTRUCTOR – jwolf5@cinci.rr.com 

JIM BRIGGS - OVR CHIEF INSTRUCTOR – jgbjr@msn.com 

THOMAS CRIHFIELD - OVR SAFETY CHAIRMAN – tscrihfield@gmail.com 

 


